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Course InformationCourse Information

Location of Delivery:Location of Delivery: University of Wolverhampton

Category of Partnership:Category of Partnership: Not delivered in partnership

Teaching Institution:Teaching Institution: University of Wolverhampton

Open / Closed Course:Open / Closed Course: This course is open to all suitably qualified candidates.

Entry Requirements:

Entry requirements are subject to regular review. The entry requirements applicable to a particular academic
year will be published on the University website (and externally as appropriate e.g. UCAS

This online Pre-sessional English and Academic Skills Course is designed for International students whose
first language is not English, and who have already achieved IELTS 4.5 or equivalent and wish to achieve a 5.5. 
See https://www.wlv.ac.uk/international/international-academy/english-at-the-international-
academy/language-entry-requirements/).

IELTS 4.5 overall

Writing must be at 4.5 minimum to join this course.

For full course and IT requirements see https://www.wlv.ac.uk/international/international-academy/english-
at-the-international-academy/english-language-pathway-courses/english-language-pre-sessional-courses/

Late enrolments will not be accepted more than 10 days into the course. This is to ensure that you are able to
fully engage with all aspects of this intensive online course.

Distinctive Features of the Course:

Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills is a great course for anyone wanting to improve their English and
academic skills.

What path will you take through our learning?

a personalised approach to learning where materials will be assigned to you depending on your specific
needs;
choice in terms of what and how you study, allowing you to follow topics that fit your chosen study path
or interests;
flexibility in when you do your independent hours of study;
options to work co-operatively or alone;
revision made easy as you can cover material several times;
catching up with live lessons you miss or going over something again is very simple as it is all recorded;
all of which means, no two student journeys will be the same.

This intensive course is:

suitable for foundation courses requiring a 5.5;
taught by highly qualified teachers from the International Academy (accredited by the British Council);
fully online with no extra travel or accommodation costs;
the opportunity to attend a high-quality course in the comfort of your own home;
a balance of online lessons, group activities, one-to-one tutorials and guided self-study;
easy to revise and catch up with missed lessons, as everything is recorded and made available to you;
designed to build confidence in your English, Academic and IT skills;
the best way to improve your language skills and prepare you to study in the UK; and
based on the UN Sustainable Development Goals, which will have relevance to your own life and area of
study.

https://www.wlv.ac.uk/international/international-academy/english-at-the-international-academy/language-entry-requirements/
https://www.wlv.ac.uk/international/international-academy/english-at-the-international-academy/english-language-pathway-courses/english-language-pre-sessional-courses/


Please note that success on this course is only one of the requirements to study in the UK.  You will also need
to be successful in a credibility interview to be issued a study visa and will need to satisfy the academic
requirements of your chosen degree course.

Educational Aims of the Course:

This Online Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills course is designed for International students whose first
language is not English, and who already have IELTS 4.5 or equivalent. The successful completion of the
course will mean you have met the English language requirements for entry to the University for those
courses requiring a 5.5 equivalent.  

During this course, you will extend your range, accuracy and use of language (reading, writing, listening and
speaking) while developing knowledge about the learning context for Higher Education in the UK, as well as
the language and academic skills necessary for successful University study.

The course aims to develop confidence in your use of English, with a focus on communication skills in an
academic context and the development of a student voice through the application of critical thinking. On
completion of the course, you should feel well prepared to start your chosen course of foundation study at the
University of Wolverhampton.

You may also choose to do this course as a stand-alone option if you simply want to improve your Academic
English in readiness for further study at a later date as the course qualification in valid for two years.

Intakes:

May

Major Source of Funding:

OTHER FUNDING

Tuition Fees:

Tuition fees are reviewed on an annual basis. The fees applicable to a particular academic year will be
published on the University website.

YearYear StatusStatus ModeMode AmountAmount

No related data

PSRB:

None

Course Structure:

March (Full-time)March (Full-time)

Part time students study alongside full time students. However, they do not study more than 80 credits in each
academic calendar year.

Year 1Year 1



ModuleModule TitleTitle CreditsCredits PeriodPeriod TypeType

3EG036 Presessional English & Academic Skills 4.5 entry (on-line) 0 INYR Core

Please note: Optional modules might not run every year, the course team will decide on an annual basis which
options will be running, based on student demand and academic factors, to create the best learning
experience.

Learning, Teaching and AssessmentLearning, Teaching and Assessment

Academic Regulations Exemption:

Section 1.2.3 - Exemption to deliver modules/courses outside of the University Academic Calendar in order to
comply with UKVI and relevant time limits for CAS offers.

Section 4.2.2 - Exemption for use of a Pass/Fail marking scheme on the following modules;

3EG036 Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills 4.5 entry (on-line)

3EG037 Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills 5.0 entry (on-line)

3EG038 Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills 5.5 entry (on-line)

3EG039 Pre-sessional English & Academic Skills 5.5 entry (UK).

Section 4.2.5 - Exemption so that a student may achieve a borderline fail (equivalent to IELTS 5.5) in a
maximum of two of the four summative assessments for the modules 3EG036, 3EG037, 3EG038 and 3EG039.
Providing that a student has achieved a pass (equivalent to IELTS 6.0) in the other two assessments, the
student is entitled to receive a compensated pass and will achieve a Pre-sessional Award, equivalent to IELTS
6.0 overall. Should a student a fail grade (equivalent to IELTS 5.0 or lower) in any of the assessments, they will
not achieve their Pre-sessional Award.

Section 3.3.1 - Exemption to ensure that students must be fully enrolled within the first 10 working days (two
weeks). This is to enable students to fully engage with all aspects of the intensive on-line course. Enrolment
after this period will not be permitted.

Approved by Chair's Action on behalf of AFRSC (19/3/2021).

Reference Points:

UK Quality Code for Higher Education

University Policies and Regulations

Equality Act (2010)

Common European Framework (CEF) for Languages at B2

Inclusive Learning Framework

Learning Outcomes:

UG Credit Course Learning Outcome 1 (UCCLO1)

identify the main points in academic texts (written and spoken)

UG Credit Course Learning Outcome 2 (UCCLO2)

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-us/governance/legal-information/policies-and-regulations/academic-regulations/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/home


demonstrate an academic writing style with an appropriate vocabulary range and level of grammatical
accuracy.

UG Credit Course Learning Outcome 3 (UCCLO3)

investigate, plan and communicate ideas orally in academic contexts.

UG Credit Course Learning Outcome 4 (UCCLO4)

demonstrate knowledge of academic conventions such as the avoidance of plagiarism and collusion.

Overview of Assessment:

ModuleModule TitleTitle Course Learning OutcomesCourse Learning Outcomes

3EG036 Presessional English & Academic Skills 4.5 entry (on-line) UCCLO1, UCCLO2, UCCLO3, UCCLO4

Teaching, Learning and Assessment:

Lessons will be a mixture of synchronous (working with others) and asynchronous (working in your own
time) learning, with flexibility built into the timetable to ensure the course is as inclusive as possible.
Materials will be taken from a wide variety of sources, ensuring a balanced representation of English as an
international language, focussing on effective communication and understanding within an academic context.
A variety of accents from around the world, as opposed to just UK regional varieties, will be present in course
materials to demonstrate the nature of English as the world’s lingua franca.

We will focus on core areas as follows:

Listening:

understanding authentic spoken material in a variety of media and styles including lectures, seminars
and academic discussions;
taking notes and summarising;
becoming familiar with different accents and speaking styles including those of classmates;

Assessment: consisting of multiple listening tasks from a variety of authentic academic (style) recordings
(both audio and video). You will be set realistic tasks simulating authentic academic activities requiring you to
identify the main points.

Writing:

developing academic voice, expressing and supporting opinions;
developing planning, drafting, editing and error correction skills;
learning to use appropriate language;

Assessment: a composition where performance is judged not only on your English language, writing style but
a clear demonstration of awareness of study skills such as avoidance of plagiarism.

Reading:

examining in detail academic and other texts;
developing strategies for deriving meaning and understanding from complex texts;
developing techniques to find key information in the most efficient way;

Assessment: uses authentic or adapted academic texts, tasks are designed to demonstrate your ability to skim,
scan and perform more intensive reading tasks in order to identify the main points, in the same way you
would when reading course material for assignments.

Speaking:



speaking at length in an academic context;
taking part in discussions and seminars;
making presentations; improving communication skills;

Assessment: you will demonstrate your understanding of known academic topics and answer follow up
questions demonstrating your ability to communicate in an academic context

Grammar and Vocabulary:

Appropriate understanding and use of grammar and vocabulary form part of all four assessments on this
course.

revision and review of tenses and key grammar;
formal English and appropriate language for Academic purposes;
a focus on grammatical structures used in academic speaking and writing;
introduction to the Academic Word List;
ways of dealing with unknown words in context;

Formative assessment will take place throughout the course in the form of quizzes and writing tasks. 
Feedback will be provided to students and discussed in one-to-one tutorials.

Summative assessment takes place in the final week of the course and consists of separate Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking Exams, conducted on a secure online proctored platform. 

Assessment Methods:

At the University of Wolverhampton, a variety of modes of assessment will be used to support and test your
learning and progress and to help you develop capabilities that are valued beyond your University studies and
into your working life. Your course may include a variety of assessment activities:

Written examinations (including online examinations, open and closed book examinations and quizzes)
Coursework (for example, essays, reports, portfolios, project proposals and briefs, CVs, poster presentation)
Practical (for example, oral and video presentations, laboratory work, performances, practical skills
assessment)

In the final year of your undergraduate degree, and at the end of your postgraduate degree, you are likely to be
expected to write an extended piece of work or research, such as a dissertation or a practice-based piece of
research.

Student Support:

General University support:

Digital Support is available to students including IT training to improve your digital literacy.

University Libraries are the key source of academic information for students. They also provide access to wide
range of online information sources, including eBooks, e-Journals and subject databases.

Libraries also provide students with academic skills support via the Skills for Learning programme. Students
can access a range of online skills material at: www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/skills

The University Student Support website offers advice on a variety of matters (careers, counselling, student
union advice, etc.) Students can also access these services by booking appointment with the SU, careers,
counselling services, etc.

Specific Course support:

You will have one-to-one tutorials with your academic tutor to discuss your progress. Lectures and self-study
make use of the Virtual Learning Environment (Canvas) where you can access recordings of classes,
homework and consolidatory materials according to your needs.

https://www.wlv.ac.uk/its/
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/info/welcome
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/skills-for-learning/
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/skills
https://www.wlv.ac.uk/study-here/student-support


Through group activities, both in class and out, students are encouraged to form study groups and support
each other’s learning. Your tutor will also be available to answer questions and provide feedback on any part
of the course you require support with.

Employability in the Curriculum:

The course is designed for students who will continue directly onto foundation-based study at the University
of Wolverhampton and the focus is on helping them achieve the required English level and Academic skills to
do so. 
Students on this course can proceed onto most foundation courses at the University of Wolverhampton. The
course does not therefore seek directly to prepare students for employment. Any students completing the
course will have the required command of English and in addition will possess a good level of competence in
such transferable skills as working in groups, preparing and delivering presentations, working to tight
deadlines, etc. as well as experience of working in a multinational context. These all represent important
transferable skills when seeking employment as well as in the HE context.
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