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Core Information

Awarding Body / Institution: University of Wolverhampton

School / Institute: Wolverhampton School of Sciences

Course Code(s): BC005H01UV Full-time 3 Years
BC005H31UV Part-time 6 Years

Course Title: BSc (Hons) Biochemistry

Hierarchy of Awards: Bachelor of Science with Honours Biochemistry 
Bachelor of Science Biochemistry 
Diploma of Higher Education Biochemistry 
Certificate of Higher Education Biochemistry 
University Statement of Credit University Statement of Credit 

Language of Study: English

Date of DAG approval: 04/Apr/2017

Last Review: 2017/8

Course Specification valid from: 2010/1

Course Specification valid to: 2023/4

Academic Staff

Course Leader: Dr Matthew Conner

Head of Department: Georgina Manning



Course Information

Location of Delivery: University of Wolverhampton

Category of Partnership: Not delivered in partnership

Teaching Institution: University of Wolverhampton

Open / Closed Course: This course is open to all suitably qualified candidates.

Entry Requirements:

Entry requirements are subject to regular review. The entry requirements applicable to a particular academic
year will be published on the University website (and externally as appropriate e.g. UCAS

2017 Entry

A level minimum of BB or CDD to include Biology or Chemistry.

Access to Higher Education Diploma requires 60 credits overall, 45 credits at Level 3 to include at least 18
Science credits at Merit.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science grade MMP or BTEC National Diploma grade DM.
Applicants will normally be expected to hold GCSE English and Maths at grade C+/4 or equivalent
If you've got other qualifications or relevant experience, please contact The Gateway for further advice
before applying.
International entry requirements and application guidance can be found here
Successful completion of the International Foundation Year in Science and Engineering guarantees entry
on to this course

Other Requirements

An offer of a place will not be made until you have attended a formal interview.

Those who do not meet the entry requirements may be offered an alternative course.

Distinctive Features of the Course:

This broad-based biochemical course examines the techniques used to investigate the world of the cell at a
molecular level. It explores how the cells in your body, and within all living things, function and how
malfunction of these sub-cellular processes can occur. It helps you develop the practical skills and knowledge
to consider challenging areas of science such as the diagnosis and treatment of cancer, DNA fingerprinting
and the biotechnology of pharmaceutical products.Your will get extensive practical experience applying your
knowledge in the laboratory. The laboratory and IT facilities that support your studies are up there with the
best and offer first class support for your honours project.

Educational Aims of the Course:

This course aims to:

Develop your knowledge and understanding of the underlying theories of biochemistry. It will also
provide practical experience of the major analytical techniques used in biochemistry, including
bioinformatics.
Equip you with the appropriate subject-specific knowledge and transferable skills for a wide range of
careers in the research, industrial, health, educational, and academic sectors.

Enable you to develop your skills in scientific and critical thinking and to study independently.

mailto:Gateway@wlv.ac.uk?Subject=Entry requirements query
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/international/our-locations/your-country/
http://courses.wlv.ac.uk/course.asp?code=IC007T01UVD#.VNihb_l_t8F


Intakes:

September

Major Source of Funding:

Office for Students (OFS)

Tuition Fees:

Tuition fees are reviewed on an annual basis. The fees applicable to a particular academic year will be
published on the University website.

Year Status Mode Amount

2020/1 Home / EU Full Time / Sandwich £9250.00

2020/1 Overseas Full Time / Sandwich £12250.00

2020/1 H Part Time £3050.00

2020/1 Overseas Part Time £6125.00

2021/2 H Full Time / Sandwich £9250.00

2021/2 Overseas Full Time / Sandwich £13450.00

2021/2 H Part Time £3100.00

2022/3 H Full Time / Sandwich £9250.00

2022/3 Overseas Full Time / Sandwich £13950.00

2022/3 H Part Time £3120.00

PSRB:

BC005H01UV (Full-time)

Professional Accreditation Body:
Royal Society of Biology

Accrediting Body:
Royal Society of Biology

Accreditation Statement:
Recognised by the Royal Society of Biology for the purpose of associate membership.

Approved Start Expected End Renewal

13/Jul/2021 01/Sep/2021 30/Jun/2025 20/Oct/2019

BC005H31UV (Part-time)

Professional Accreditation Body:
Royal Society of Biology

Accrediting Body:
Royal Society of Biology



Accreditation Statement:
Recognised by the Royal Society of Biology for the purpose of associate membership.

Approved Start Expected End Renewal

13/Jul/2021 01/Sep/2021 30/Jun/2025 20/Oct/2019

Course Structure:

September (Full-time)

Full time and Sandwich Undergraduate Honours students normally study 120 credits per academic year; 60
credits semester 1 and 60 credits semester 2.

Part time students study alongside full time students. However, they do not study more than 80 credits in each
academic calendar year.

Module Title Credits Period Type

4AB023 Introduction to Biosciences 20 SEM1 Core

4PY011 The Physicochemical Nature of Drugs 20 SEM1 Core

4BC004 Introduction to Molecular Genetics 20 SEM2 Core

4BM027 Cell Biology 20 SEM2 Core

4BC005 Biochemistry for Life Science 20 SEM1 Core

Group 02 |  Min Value: 20 |  Max Value: 20 

4PY009 Principles of Drug Action 20 SEM2  

4BM017 Biomedical Basis of Disease 20 SEM2  

 

September (Full-time)

Full time and Sandwich Undergraduate Honours students normally study 120 credits per academic year; 60
credits semester 1 and 60 credits semester 2.

Part time students study alongside full time students. However, they do not study more than 80 credits in each
academic calendar year.

Module Title Credits Period Type

5BC001 Molecular Biosciences 20 SEM1 Core

5AB032 Biochemistry 20 SEM1 Core

5BC005 Molecular Biosciences Practical Techniques 20 SEM1 Core

5AB031 Cellular and Organismal Biosciences 20 SEM2 Core

5AB033 Biochemical Assay Techniques 20 SEM2 Core

5BM062 Principles of disease investigation in clinical biochemistry 20 SEM2 Core



September (Full-time)

Full time and Sandwich Undergraduate Honours students normally study 120 credits per academic year; 60
credits semester 1 and 60 credits semester 2.

Part time students study alongside full time students. However, they do not study more than 80 credits in each
academic calendar year.

Module Title Credits Period Type

6AB020 Honours Project (Biosciences) 40 YEAR Core

6BM056 Clinical Biochemistry 10 SEM1 Core

6BC012 Advanced Topics in Biological Sciences 20 SEM1 Core

6BC003 Quality Assurance and Biomolecular Analysis 20 SEM2 Core

6BM057 Developmental & Cellular Physiology 10 SEM1 Core

6BC009 Developmental Biology 20 SEM2 Core

Please note: Optional modules might not run every year, the course team will decide on an annual basis which
options will be running, based on student demand and academic factors, to create the best learning
experience.

Learning, Teaching and Assessment

Academic Regulations Exemption:

AFRSC/17/22.4.4 - BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences/BSc (Hons) Genetics and Molecular Biology/BSc (Hons)
Biochemistry/BSc (Hons) Microbiology and Biotechnology.

Section 1.2.5 - Exemption to permit less than 33% differentiation between cognate Biosciences honours
degrees.

APPROVED (17/5/2018).

 

Reference Points:

UK Quality Code for Higher Education https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code

UK Quality Code for Higher Education Advice & Guidance https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/advice-and-
guidance

Subject Benchmark Statements https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements

Qualifications and Credit Frameworkshttps://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/qualifications-and-credit-
frameworks

                                                                                                           

 

Overview of Assessment:

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/qualifications-and-credit-frameworks


Learning Outcomes Modules

BHONS01  Explain concepts and technologies that are
appropriate to the corpus of knowledge expected of a
biochemistry graduate.

BHONS02 Think clearly, with a sound knowledge of the issues
surrounding the central role of biochemistry in all aspects life
science.

BHONS03  Utilise your skills to discover information for
yourself and critically analyse, review and evaluate this in the
light of your subject knowledge.

BHONS04 Work safely in the laboratory and utilise a range of
analytical techniques that are directly related to the needs of
your future workplace role.

BHONS05 Undertake independent study in an aspect of
biochemistry utilising a range of appropriate information
resources and investigative tools.

BHONSN01  Explain concepts and technologies that are
appropriate to the corpus of knowledge expected of a
biochemistry graduate.

BHONSN02 Think clearly, with a sound knowledge of the
issues surrounding the central role of biochemistry in all
aspects life science.

BHONSN03  Utilise your skills to discover information for
yourself and critically analyse, review and evaluate this in the
light of your subject knowledge.

BHONSN04 Work safely in the laboratory and utilise a range
of analytical techniques that are directly related to the needs
of your future workplace role.

BHONSN05 Undertake independent study in an aspect of
biochemistry utilising a range of appropriate information
resources and investigative tools.

Teaching, Learning and Assessment:

Learning activities are focused on moving towards student-centred learning from a more tutor-centred
approach. Thus level 4 modules tend to involve tutor-led sessions, with defined student directed activities,
whereas level 6 modules are more student-centred, with tutors acting to facilitate students’ learning. Students
will be presented with theoretical information in lecture sessions and then will use workshops, group
tutorials, seminars, on-line forums, electronic tutorials, directed reading and a range of IT-based activities and
formative assessments to develop these concepts.

Practical skills will similarly be developed through the course. Level 4 practicals will be directed towards
developing basic laboratory skills, which are put into context at level 5. At level 6, students will be expected to
employ the practical skills they have learned in a research project in their area of interest.

 

The Development of Graduate Attributes

Global Citizenship

Throughout the course, students will consider the role biochemistry plays in the broader context of society. 
An important aspect of the course is the development of an understanding of professional practice and ethics
in biochemistry. This will be developed in particular through the modules, ‘Practical Molecular Bioscience
Assay and Research Methods’ at level 5 and ‘Laboratory Management and Biomolecular Analysis’ at level 6.



Professional practice and ethics are key concepts in many professions, and while specific details may vary,
the understanding of the principles of professional practice and professional ethics is eminently transferable
into many different fields.

 

Digital Literacy

Throughout the course students will use a range of standard and specialist software to prepare and present
reports, assignments, presentations, etc across a wide range of modules, with increasing sophistication. The
development of digital literacy skills is exemplified by the module 6BC002 that has an expectation of
engagement with the digital agenda; utilising the many digital techniques associated with bioinformatics.

Students will be introduced to ePDPs and start their individual e-portfolio using PebblePad. Students will be
expected to make use of CANVAS for accessing module information, submitting assignments, engaging in
module forums, etc.

Students will be expected to make use of email for module and other University communications. By the end
of the course, students should be comfortable with and competent in the digital world, and have the flexibility
to adapt to a wide range of digital activities.

 

Knowledgeable and Enterprising

The course develops students’ knowledge base and skills in Biochemistry through all the subject specific
module content. In addition, the development of transferable skills improves and enhances employability
beyond the field of biochemistry, and indeed science in general. The level 6 module, ‘Laboratory Management
and Biomolecular Analysis’ tests employability skills by dealing with workplace issues such as quality
management.

The emphasis on the students moving to a student centred learning approach also fosters the development of
transferrable skills. Students are required to reflect upon their learning experience and to extrapolate from
this the skills that would make them stand out in their respective career pathways.

As part of the module Practical Molecular Bioscience Assay and Research Methods, they will also consider job
applications, and how best to present themselves, by making a formal written application for an Honours
project.  Students will also be directed to the relevant careers support services in the University.

Assessment Methods:

At the University of Wolverhampton, a variety of modes of assessment will be used to support and test your
learning and progress and to help you develop capabilities that are valued beyond your University studies and
into your working life. Your course may include a variety of assessment activities:

Written examinations (including online examinations, open and closed book examinations and quizzes)
Coursework (for example, essays, reports, portfolios, project proposals and briefs, CVs, poster presentation)
Practical (for example, oral and video presentations, laboratory work, performances, practical skills
assessment)

In the final year of your undergraduate degree, and at the end of your postgraduate degree, you are likely to be
expected to write an extended piece of work or research, such as a dissertation or a practice-based piece of
research.

Student Support:

General University support:

University Learning Centres are the key source of academic information for students. Learning Centres
provide physical library resources (books, journal, DVDs etc.) and offer a range of study areas to allow

http://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/info/welcome


students to study in the environment that suit them best: Social areas, quiet and silent areas. Learning Centres
also provide access to wide range of online information sources, including eBooks, e-Journals and subject
databases.

Learning Centres also provide students with academic skills support via the Skills for Learning programme.
Students on campus can attend workshops or ask for one-to-one help on a range of skills such as academic
writing and referencing. Students can access a range of online skills material at: www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/skills

The University Student Support website offers advice on a variety of matters (careers, counselling, student
union advice, etc.) Students can also access these services by booking appointment with the SU, careers,
counselling services, etc.

Employability in the Curriculum:

Biochemistry graduates have excellent job prospects. According to Unistats.com, 80% of graduates are in
employment or further study within 6 months of leaving. Some of our graduates are working in hospital
analytical laboratories as MLSO’s, as post-Doctoral research fellows and as science teachers. Graduates are
needed by employers looking for relevant skills in areas such as pharmaceuticals, brewing, food,
biotechnology and agrochemicals. Career opportunities also exist in hospitals, public health laboratories,
teaching and research. There is also the opportunity to study for a higher degree, for example Molecular
Biology with Bioinformatics or Applied Microbiology and Biotechnology.

http://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/skills-for-learning/
https://www.wlv.ac.uk/study-here/student-support
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